Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorifies®;
= where the higher of gross income or gross expendlture exceeded £25,000 but did not excead

E15 million; or
» whaera the highar of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000

or less but that;

« are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or

* have requested a limited assurance review (fee payabia)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2025/26

1. Every smaller authorily in England that aither received gross income or incurred gross expenditure
axecpeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Retumn at the
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Praclices.

2 The Annual Governance and Accountability Return Is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6.
= The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority's internal auditor.
= Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
= Section 2 |5 completed by the aexternal auditor and will be retumed o the authority.

3. The authorty must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Seclion 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2026.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross axpenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authonty with
neither income nor expanditure excaeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is
requesting a limited assurance review, must return o the external auditor by emafl or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters will Incur a charge of £40 +VAT:

» the Annual Govemance and Accountabllity Return Sections 1 and 2, together with

» a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026

« an explanation of any significant year on year variances In the accounting statements
» netification of the commencameant date of the period for the exercise of public rights

= Annual Internal Audit Repaort 2025/28
Uniess requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor wil

ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Returm Section 1, Section 2 and Saction 3 — External Auditor
Report and Certificate will be relumed to the authorty by emait or post.

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following Infermation on the
authority website'webpage: _

Before 1 July 2026 suthorities must pulbdish:

» Notica of the period for the exercise of public rights and & declaration that the accounting statements
are as yet unaudited:

+ Saction 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 approved and signed, page 4

+ Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/28 approved and signad, page S

Mot kater than 30 September 2028 authorities must publish;

+ MNotica of conclusion of audit

+ Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Cartificate

» Sactions 1 and 2 of AGAR Including any amendmanis a& a result of the limited assurance review. It
ls recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
parﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂmtyuudmpuhmﬁmﬂnnuﬁ Intamalhudhﬁapnﬂ., p&gﬁi -

: “:I‘!H&"F"p‘:}lﬁi‘p'.w’ﬂ.v:tﬂﬂ --: ;
I+ o I

: 1 BT
*-.-:-r.u .."'1"1 'ﬂ'.:. _"-r':..'r":f n-'r-'is.- oy - _
'I'ur- WHHMMmmmMWMMEMM MMWWM 25'1"!

Annual Governance and Accountability Returm 202526 Form 3 : Page 1 of 6
Local Councils, intemal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities®




EEETEEEERRTEE FTETEE_NEY Wy Tma ey T R W TeE B U Pl e Tl I e .

Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26

= The authority must comply with Proper Praciices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Practices are found in the Practiioners’ Guide® which s updated fram time to ime and contains evenything
neaded to prepare succassfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the extemnal auditor.

* Make sure that the AGAR is complete {no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and propery initisfled.

* The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Govemance Statement and the sccounts.

* Usa the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the exismal
auditor by email or post {not both) no kater than 30 June 2026

* The Anmual Governance Statement {Section 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section
2) and evidencad by the agenda or minute referencaes, even where approved on the same day.

* The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts {Section 2) before they are presented fo
the authority for approval, The authority must in this order; consider, approve and slgn the accounts.

» The RFO s required to commance the public Aghts period which must be a single period of 30 working days for
inspection { this excludes weskends and public holidays) which must includa the first 10 working days of July,

* You must inform your extemnal auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.,

* Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sant to your extemnal auditor with the AGAR covers all

tha bank accounts. If the authority holds any shor-term investments, note thair value on the bank

reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciiation to Box 8 on the sceounting
slatemenis (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any differance between Box 7 and Box
8. More help on bank ramnuilralmn is available in the Practifioners’ Goide®.

* Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of tha detallad
accounting records instead of this explanation. The extemnal auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all varances. Includs complate numerical and narrative analysis ta support the full variance.

+ Additional costs may be incurred if additional audit work is required.

* Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2028).

* The Responsibée Financlal Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencemant data for the
extercise of public fghis which must be a single period of 30 working days for inspection (this excludes
waskends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

* Tha zﬂtl.lfl'u:nrﬂ‘g‘r must publish on the authority website/weabpage the Information required by Reguiation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations: 2015, including the perlod for the exercise of public rights and the name and
addrass of the extarnal audior before 1 July 2026

Completion checklist — 'No’ answers mea

Adl meclions

Heva all highlightad bokes have bean comphetsd?

Has all additional information reguestad, including the dates set for the perfod
for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the extemal audior?

Infemal Audit Report

Have all nighlightad boxes been compliatad by the internal auditorand explanations provided 7

Secton 1

For any siatement to which the responsa is ‘no’, has an explanalion been publshed?

Saction 2

Has the Responsitds Financial Officar signed the accounting statements befors
presaniation io the authority for approval ?

Has the authosity's approval of the accounting statemerts Baan confirmed
by the sagnatune of the Chabr of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of sgnificant variations been published where reguined?

Has the bank recondilation as al 31 March 2026 baan reconciled to Box 87

Has an explanation of any diference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided?

SENSES SIS S S

Sectons 1 and 2

Truat funds — have all disclosures baen mede i the authortty s -a body corporata s a
sole managing trostea? NB; 66 not send tust accounfing stabaments Lniess requasted,
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

CHAG oD AR\SIA Coundr -
Wiw, Ueagfvdpavich@unai, gov, O

During the fimancial year anded 31 March 2028, this authorify’s intarnal audilor aching indepandenily and on he
‘basis of an assessment of risk, mnﬁdmnamecﬂwmmnmtufmpﬂmmmmmmmmedmam
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidencs from the authority.

The intemal audit for 2025726 has been camiad out in accordance with this authority’s needs and planned coverags.
On the basis of the findings in the arsas axamined, the internal sudit conclusions are summarised in this table. Sat
out babow are tha ohjactives of internal condrol and alongside are the intemal audli conclusions on whether, in all
significant respacts, the control objectives ware being achieved throughout the financial year to 2 standard adequate
1o meat tha neads of this authority.

A. Appropriate accounting records have been property kept throughout the financial year. -

B, Thig authority complied with Its financial regulations, payments wane supponed by imoices, all
expendiure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounbed for

C. This authority apsessed the signéficant reiks bo achiaving its obiectives and reviewsd the adegquacy
of arrangemenis fo manage thess,

0. The precept or rates réquirament resulted from an adequate budgitary procass; progreas against
i buciget was regularly meniored: and rsarves were appropriate.

E. Exprcied income was lully received, based on comect prices, proparly recorded and prompily
banked, and VAT was appropnilaly accountad for.

F Mpﬂmunﬁmwnpﬂymmpmhﬂhymmlpm.uﬂnmhumnmlmﬂﬂ
VAT approprigtely accounted for,

. Salaries o employwes and allowancos to membors were paed In accordance with this authonify’s
Approvels, and PAYE and NI requirements were properdy. applied,

H. Assat and investments rgisters were complate and accurals and propady maintamned.

I, Periodic bank account reconcillations wane propery caried out duning the year.

. Accounting staterments prepared Suing the year were prapansd on fhe comect acooanting besls {raceipts
and paymants of income and axpenditure), sgraed to the cash book, supporied by an adequate audit
frafl from undertying recomds end whens sporopriate debtors and creditors wene propery recorded.

K. H the authonty certfiad itself as sxampt from a iImited assurance review in 2024725, fmet ive \//
axemplion criterds and comectly declared Msetl exampt (I e aulhanty Had & dmiled axsurancs -
fpmaw ol te 24T AGAR ek nof covamad™

L. Tha wuthonty putdishad e reguired lnformation on 8 wabsita'webpage up io dale at the time of thi
liviemal audl in accordance with the relevant lagisiation,

M. I the year covered by this AGAR, the authority comectly providad fior & pesiod for Bho exercise of
pasbiic nghts 8s raquired by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (durmg the 202626 AGAR paniod,
e plabilic pghle &Y refaton o the 208425 AGAR evdanced by s notice o he welisie adhr
anthonly apprmved minutes mnhmng ihe oeles sal).

. Tha suthority hies compliad with the publication reguirements fior 2024725 AGAR
(s AT Pape 1 Guidancs SMaltag)

0, The authority hes compliad with laws, regulations & proper pracices relaling to digitsd and data /

compliance.

P, (For local councils only)
Trust funids {incloding chflable) — The coundi mel (ts responsibilitles &5 a trusies.

For any ofher risk drees identified by his authordly adequale conlrots axisted (ist any cther risk areas on separabe sheels § Hisded).

\

<

'\l&.

Dateds) infarmal sedl undanaken Marma of person who carried oul the intemal suwdit
24/ou faoas P ccaprem  qa(ions)

fn?ﬂn::nnﬂtﬂu mmu @‘ e ‘Zﬁfaf/la:_é

'h:y.“ on VAT T e G A e i R R o ?
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26
We acknowledge as the members of:

CHAGFR® PARISH Counleal

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and bellef, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

1. W had put in place arengemants for efective Snancial
management during (e year; and o the preparation of
tha accouniing slatemenis.

2. Wve maniaved an adoquate sysiem of infarnal comingl

irciuding massures designed ba prévent and delec] friud

| prepaned its accounding slodemonds in accordanss
widhy the doooduiis and’ Audi Reguialions

e propes armangeTiils and socapisd fedpangiily
For safequanding M public momey nd Meaooee n

and eodruption and reviewad 88 stactiveness, i1z changa
3, e hiwe assuned cursalves thad theta am no matics frag only done iwfral fhes U laged power o oo and hag
ol eelwal or potential non-complisnce with laws, compdhied wilh Propar Praclicas in golng a0

reguiations and Proged Practices thal could hewe a
sigrillicant firantis afack on the abibty of this
sty 4 comdue] it DLESHBES A Er iy
frarces

during the pmar gave all paveond mleresied e ooty fa

A, Wa prénvided profier appodunity during the yaar far
the axerciae of alechars’ righls in acooedanoe with the

redudremanis of the Accounts end Audd Regulesions.
5 Wa carlad cul an ssssssmedil of the izks Bding his

covisidered and documentad the Bnsacial and cther nsks #
facas and oealt with thar propery

Evranged [or B compelenl pevENTL urmpmm.nfufmﬂmc_;-
conlnals and procerungs, i phe &0 alfective weew' on whisther
infarrind Santmls mbed [Tha neads of M srallar sulfsarty.

rgpandad fo raafiens Broughil i o3 silandion by intermnal and
axdamal sudi.

. Vi masrimnag Troughcul the yas: an adesunte and
effecive pyshem of interial dud of the accounting
reconds and conindl Systams.

7. W back appropeiate aelion on &l matiess ized
In: raprts from intamed aind external acidit

E. Yvo consiconec whethes any Figation, fabiies o
coenmimants, dvants or angsttions, ooourting aithes
during or afler ther year-ent, héve a financksl mpact on
this suthariy and, where sppropriade;. have intoded mem
in tha adSsunling slaierments

B, [Fer lacal conemnalhe nnMTﬂ.ﬂt‘hlndt Inchueding
chariable, In our caproity B8 The 2ok managing
Irustes wi dischargad our
responsibllities for the fund{sifassets, including
fimanolel reposting and, H required, Indepandani
azaminstion o audi.

10 Wha hives . In place aerangamants for Be affactie T v/ s mada suitable sreagemands fo s 1T and sals
- arel dala ranagemant in sccordancs with propér imamsgamant 50 s compied wih pmopar pacioas in
practices during the yaar undor reviss. ooing g,
*Plaase provide explanations to tho external auditor on a saparate shest for each ‘No’ response and describe
how the suthority will address the weaknesses Identified. Thase sheats mist be published with the Annual
Governance Statemant,

aiscipsad ey tiing I shoud have about 48 Busimess sothily

during the yedr Mickding divety iaRing ece afer e year
el f kgLl

:
2
|
:
i
i
SaPSise] SNl SO

Bag msd BVl A8 redponsthilted wivers, ag & body -
covparae. 145 o B0l manegiig frersiee of a loced
et or busis

This Annusl Govemance Sialement was approved Al o Signad by the Chair and Clerk of the masting whens
meeling of the autharity on: approval was given:;

\W(ogf2ro2 G _
ﬂriﬂrﬂmﬂ&das_nhmilarml;: | Chair ﬂéég\ ~¢Z‘ -
U0 = Clerk EK{W
Wi, Uuagtsra favisalouncl . V. UK
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

(HAGRO LD -PARLSH. (uniC

Total balances and reserves &t the beginning of tha year

1. Balancas brought : :

Torwand - [ &5 recorded in the financial records. Value must sgres

2, {+) Precapt or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for (D83 rates and levies)
Levies qG‘m ﬁﬂrﬂﬂ-{:} meﬂmﬂmm.&manrmm

3, {*) Totel othar recaipts : Todal inconme ar edeipls 85 recarded in the cashbook less

e ralestevies recaived tngiuda
W02 | 34,206 | etz e

4. |-} 5taff cosls Todal expenditise or payrments meds fo amd on bafral’

; - of all mvRplopees. indlude Qgross salarea and wages,
\_Ltc-, L{-S':‘r '2,3‘. L[ﬂ"ﬂ employers M corfrbutions, emplopers pension
contibubions, gralutias and Severance payrmels.

5. {-} Logn inferesticapital Toal sxpendifewne or payments of caplaland hlensst
tagaymants G 1 - L mads during the year on the suthodly's borowings (if any).

8. {-)All other paymants - Tola! axpandilurs oF payments 25 recorted i the cash-

Q2,608 | €io, 2p O] book fess stalf costs fine 4) and loan intsresticaphal
regaymeants fline 5),

7. (=) Balances carmed Totel balences and reserves &l the end of e yeer.
ferward Zil.hlﬂq ’l_?,i{.‘ urq-g must squal [1+2+3) - (4+5+8),

8. Total valse of cash and The surn of aff current ang deposit bank accols, cash
shor tarm inveatments uLHZﬁtq Buﬁ q:,}‘;' holgings andt shoet term investmants held as at 31 March —

To agres with bank reconciliation.

8. Total fixen assets plus Tha vaiue of adl the progery the suthomly owns — It ik made
lang mmuumﬁml q:-’fzr {}E__g q'q‘?m?-é\ wp of alf itz fhad ssssle and long tem nveatmants L&H
and asseks : 37 March,

18, Total borrowings The cudslanging capital batanca ez st 31 March of all loans

[ R LU | o third partios finciuding PWAE)

11 Db iha figurss i the
gccounting: sialaments abowe

exciude any trust transactions?

mmmmmmﬁmmzm o 2,33

| carilfy that for the year ended 31 March 2028 the Accounting | | confirm thal these Accounting Statemants wers
Statemants in this Annual Governance and Accountadility approved by this authority on this date:

Ratum have been prapared on either & recaiots and payments

or income and expenditure basls following the guldance in LA EEJSIII{]?_E
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities —a

Practithoners’ Gulde to Proper Practices and presant falrly

tha financial position-of this aulhority. | &5 recorded in minite refarance:
Slgned by Responsible Financlal Officer before being 0. g’
presented to the autherity for approval. ‘?-—Lk-{:}

Signad by Chair-of tha meeting whara the Accounting
m{iﬂg‘?‘““
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Section 3 - External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2025/26

In respect of Qj‘lﬁ&ﬁq@ _Pﬁﬂm LounN e

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Oue responsibility as auditors (o complete a limited assurance review s set oul by the MNational Audit Office (MAD). A Tmited
agsirance reviaw is not a full statutory audit, § does not constitute an audit camied oul In eccordance with Intemalional
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an abdit would,
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full stetutory sudi is appropriate
for those lecal public bodies with tha lowest levels of spending,

Under a imited assurance review, the auditor is responaible for revi Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemnance and
Accountability Retum in accordance with NAD Auditor Guldance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAD on behalf of the
Comptrolier and Audifor Ganeral. AGN 02 is avalable from the NAD websile -

This authorty Is respensibls for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has

& sound system of intemal control. The authonty prepares an Annual Govemance and Accountabliity Retum in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

= summarises the accounting recards for the year ended 31 March 2026 and
= confitms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsiblibes ag extemal auditors.

2 BExtarnal auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2025/26
@HWMWFMWWHMWDTW1NEHMMMHWTMH
5]

(“imlerie A

e irdiemation in Sechons 1 and 2 of the Annusl Govemance and Accouriability Retum is in accordanca with Proper Practions and
ﬂmm?ﬂmhwﬂtﬂrﬂmmwmﬂrwmmm and reguiatony requinsnients have not been mat.

{confirmie o & saparahs sheed T isgquined )
[Cther maliars not ABaching oo piscn wiech we diaw i [he aitanton of the authoniy:

[coninie on & sapardbe sheat i reguired)

3 External auditor certificate 2025/28

We certify/do not centify” that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Aceountability Returmn, and di our responsibliites under the Local Audd and Accountability -Act
2014, for the year andad 31 March

"W do nol cenidy compietion Decause;

External Auditor Nama

External Audios Sagratise Dawe
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